HOW TO APPLY
FOR A SHORT TERM VISIT TO
FOOTPRINTS CHILDREN’S CENTRE
PLEASE KEEP THIS DOCUMENT IN A SAFE PLACE AND REFER TO IT AS NECESSARY DURING THE APPLICATION PROCESS.

PLEASE DO NOT PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS UNTIL YOU HAVE RECEIVED

AN INVITATION AND CONFIRMED FINALISED DATES WITH US.

VISITOR REQUIREMENTS

1. A personal relationship with God.
2. Must be over 18 years of age.  Depending on personal testimony and pastoral references, children under the age of 18 may be accepted if travelling with a parent or team.  Families are welcome.
3. Agreement and ability to be self sufficient.

4. Emergency medical / travel insurance.
5. Agreement to submit to the leadership of Footprints – P.L.A.Y. while here, including the policies of  Footprints Children’s Centre and the Visitor Guidelines.
APPLICATION PROCESS
1. INITIAL CONTACT
To receive this application, you will have already emailed us at the following address:

· info@footprintsplay.co.za
Now that you have applied to visit Footprints, please address ALL FUTURE CORRESPONDENCE relating to visiting Footprints Children’s Centre to the above email address.
We will now negotiate dates with you via email, based on availability of accommodation on the dates that you have requested to visit Footprints.  Please note that all short term visits to Footprints are between two and three weeks in length.
All correspondence regarding Team Applications is done via the Team Leader.  Please note that a team is defined as any group of 4 to 12 people.  We regret that we cannot accommodate teams larger than 12.

Following are the next steps in the application process.  Please read these very carefully.
2. PASTORAL AND TWO FRIENDS OR FAMILY REFERENCE
Please give your pastor / family / friend our email address [info@footprintsplay.co.za] and ask him or her to send a PASTORAL REFERENCE directly to us, with your name in the subject line. We recommend  that the people you ask, visit our website to learn more about the center. The reference must include:
· His/her reflections on your Christian walk.
· Any significant involvement you may have in your church, community, work place.
· A brief assessment of your suitability for a short-term volunteer experience in a setting such as  Footprints Children’s Centre. 
3. PERSONAL  TESTIMONY
Please send us your PERSONAL TESTIMONY.  Tell us briefly about your life’s journey to date and why you would like to visit Footprints Children’s Centre.

4. TENTATIVE DATES
Most of you will have checked dates with us already.  If not, it is important that you do this now.
· DO NOT PAY for your tickets until your dates have been confirmed by our Hospitality Team and you have received an INVITATION to visit Footprints.  Our calendar changes daily and there are many months in each year when we are booked up well in advance.
· Please do not arrive or depart on weekends.  We also ask you to do your best to avoid evening and early morning arrivals/departures.  We appreciate your understanding.  Our transportation options are limited during these times. There is a shuttle service available which the center uses for visitors, the cost is R360 from the airport to the base. The shuttle is also available for fetching visitors from the center to the airport at the same cost.  
5. WAIT FOR A RESPONSE FROM FOOTPRINTS
· After receiving your PERSONAL TESTIMONY and your PASTORAL REFERENCE, our team will discuss these and notify you about your application, generally within a week.
· If accepted, you will receive via email:

· LETTER OF INVITATION and INFORMATION
· “VISITING Footprints” document: Practical Information which will cover such things as visas, money, airport, health and more.
6. ITINERARY AND TRAVEL BOOKINGS
· You now need to finalise your travel arrangements including flight/bus connections.  If we have agreed to dates and sent you an INVITATION, you can now purchase your tickets! 

· It is important that you inform us of all the details regarding your trip.  We use it to finalise your booking with us, plan transport to and from the airport/bus terminal for you and allocate you a room and a bed.
· For travel bookings, you can contact Nikita at STA TRAVEL  +2711  7848760  www.statravel.co.za

7. VISA APPLICATION

· You can either apply for a visa before you come or upon arrival in Johannesburg. Embassies will generally advise you to apply for a visa before you travel.  We recommend that you have a visa when you arrive to avoid delays at the airport, especially for large teams.
· Leave plenty of time to apply: the process generally takes a lot longer than time guidelines given by the embassies suggest, your application may take a month or more to process.
VISITING OTHER IRIS BASES
If you wish to visit any other Iris Bases while in Johannesburg, you must apply directly to each base, separate from this application.  See  www.irismin.com  for contact details.
LONG TERM SERVICE

If you are thinking about longer term voluntary opportunities at Footprints, you are required to first come for a short term visit of two to three weeks. Alternatively, should finances not permit this, we are prepared to evaluate the individual circumstances and to make certain allowances.   Let us know, either in your application or while you are here, that a long term plan in on your heart.  It may also be helpful for you to know that long term visitors are asked to make a commitment of one year or more.
CONTACTING US
EMAIL


All correspondence regarding visits : info@footprintsplay.co.za  
WEBSITES

www.footprintsplay.co.za
PHONE
Hospitality: (Sylvia)
072 357 9979
(This is the best number to phone!)
Alternate num:                     082 829 1680
POSTAL ADDRESS

P.O. Box 761   Lanseria    1748     Gauteng   , South Africa
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